3io        THe Science of Happiness

that, while believing it just, we have in view for
its practice, only a human race which, without
being superior, will have understood its real
interests. To reach it will require a preliminary
culture as well as a rational comprehension of
happiness. Sooner or later, this education will
triumph. First of all, it will be necessary to make
mankind abandon its false ideas, that it may offer
us good men.

This education has the peculiarity that it
imposes upon us the duty of being our own edu-
cators. It asks us to regulate our own lives and to
bring them into harmony with our own happiness,
in order that the happiness of others may be
secured.

XIV. A morality, based upon happiness as
its object, is at any rate more elevated than that
based upon fear. It is more dignified, more
generous, and especially more human. It acts
in the broad light and possesses divine simplicity.
The sacrifices it will impose will be so much the
sweeter because their aim will be more easily
understood. The obligation to do our duty solely
through duty, in view of duty alone, seems at the
present day, in spite of the authority of Kant, a
childish and unrealisable desire. Herbert Spencer
was right in saying that a human society living